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Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum) Status and Trends.  Summarized by Federal or State Official Species Status, U.S. State Wildlife Action Plan 
Status, Natural Heritage rankings, Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) trends for 1966-2011, and BBS trends for 2000-2011. For Official Species Status designations:  
Federal (US) U.S. Endangered Species Act, State (S) and Provincial (P) status:  E = Endangered; T = Threatened; SC = Special Concern; RL = Red List (in British 
Columbia lists provincial threatened and endangered species).  For State Wildlife Action Plan status: SGCN = Species of Greatest Conservation Need; other state 
designations are spelled out; no =  not designated on the state list of SGCN or equivalent. For the natural heritage rankings, G = global and S = state, where S5 = 
secure (common, widespread, abundant, and lacking major threats or long-term concerns), S4 = apparently secure (uncommon but not rare, but with some 
cause for long-term concern, usually having more than 100 occurrences and 10,000 individuals), S3 = Vulnerable (rare; typically having 21 to 100 occurrences, or 
3,000 to 10,000 individuals), S2 = Imperiled (typically having six to twenty occurrences, or 1,000 to 3,000 individuals), and S1 = Critically imperiled (typically 
having five or fewer occurrences, or 1,000 or fewer individuals). Natural Heritage rankings are only for breeding populations. For the BBS trends: n = number of 
survey routes on which the species was encountered during the long-term (1966-2011) interval. The BBS trends are presented as yearly percentage change. 
Numbers in parentheses are credible intervals for the trend estimate; the values represent the 2.5% and 97.5% percentiles of the posterior distribution of trend 
estimates.  Trends for which credible intervals do not include zero can be considered significant (bolded red for negative trend and bolded blue for positive 
trend); n/a throughout = no data available or not applicable.  Compiled by Janet R. Ruth. 
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Rangewide 
  

G4 
   

  

Canada 
   

176 -3.4% (-10.4, -0.5) 0.9% (-3.8, 6.4)   

United States   E (US)* 
  

1955 -2.5% (-3.2, -1.9) -0.6% (-1.8, 0.6) * A.s. floridanus 

Survey-wide (BBS) 
   

2131 -2.5% (-3.9, -2.0) -0.6% (-1.8, 0.6)   

UNITED STATES 
      

  

Alabama 
 

no S3 32 -2.6% (-5.1, -0.1) -2.4% (-6.9, 2.3)   

Arizona 
 

SGCN - Tier 
1b* S3 n/a n/a n/a 

* both A. s. 
ammolegus and A. s. 
perpallidus 

Arkansas 
 

SGCN S3B 21 4.5% (1.2, 8.1) 9.6% (2.5, 23.6)   

California 
 

Species of 
Special 

Concern S2 53 -2.2% (-6.5, 0.6) -7.2% (-14.0, -0.4)   

Colorado 
 

no S3S4B 57 -3.7% (-5.1, -2.2) -4.6% (-8.0, -1.2)   

Connecticut E (S) SGCN S1B 5 -26.8% (-45.4, -9.5) -26.9% (-57.9, 8.5)   

Delaware 
 

no S3B 14 1.4% (-0.5, 3.5) 1.9% (-2.5, 8.4)   

Florida E (US;S)* SGCN** SNRN n/a n/a n/a 

* A.s. floridanus;                                                
** A. s. floridanus 
and A.s. pratensis 
(non-breeding) 
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Georgia 
 

High Priority 
Species S4 37 -4.1% (-5.9, -2.4) -3.8% (-7.9, -0.1)   

Idaho 
 

SGCN S2B 24 -2.0% (-4.7, 0.6) -1.8% (-9.0, 6.1)   

Illinois 
 

SGCN S5 98 -5.7% (-6.8, -4.7) -3.6% (-6.4, -0.6)   

Indiana 
 

no S4B 57 -6.7% (-8.1, -5.5) -6.4% (-9.8, -2.7)   

Iowa 
 

SGCN S4B,S4N 38 -5.1% (-6.1, -4.0) -5.1% (-8.3, -2.1)   

Kansas 
 

SGCN - Tier II S4B 63 -0.8% (-2.0, 0.3) -0.7% (-2.8, 1.4)   

Kentucky 
 

SGCN S4B 53 -6.3% (-7.5, -5.0) -5.4% (-10.3, -0.3)   

Louisiana 
 

Species of 
Conservation 

Concern S3N n/a n/a n/a   

Maine E (S) 
SGCN - High 

Priority S1B n/a n/a n/a   

Maryland 
 

SGCN S4B 65 -5.9% (-6.7, -5.1) -4.2% (-6.8, -1.4)   

Massachusetts T (S) SGCN S3B n/a n/a n/a   

Michigan SC (S) SGCN S3S4B 69 -4.4% (-5.9, -2.9) -1.6% (-4.4, 1.5)   

Minnesota 
 

SGCN SNRB 65 -7.3% (-8.7, -5.9) -5.5% (-9.6, -1.2)   

Mississippi 
 

SGCN S3B,S3N 7 -2.9% (-9.6, 3.5) -3.2% (-20.4, 11.5)   

Missouri 
 

no S3S4B 62 -1.8% (-3.0, -0.8) -2.0% (-4.3, -0.3)   

Montana 
 

no S3B 41 1.3% (-0.6, 3.2) 2.0% (-2.4, 6.4)   

Nebraska 
 

no S4 49 -1.6% (-3.2, 0.0) 0.7% (-2.8, 5.0)   

Nevada 
 

no SU 7 4.3% (-7.6, 38.9) 
29.0% (-14.7, 

263.1)   

New Hampshire T (S) SGCN S2B 5 -3.3% (-12.7, 6.1) -3.4% (-27.6, 26.4)   

New Jersey T (S)* SGCN S2B,S3N 27 -2.9% (-6.0, 0.3) -1.7% (-8.5, 8.7) *Breeding only 

New Mexico E (S)* SGCN S3B,S3N 18 -2.8% (-7.3, 2.4) -5.0% (-17.7, 9.5) *A. s. ammolegus  

New York SC (S) SGCN S3B 83 -8.3% (-9.8, -6.9) -9.1% (-14.3, -5.5)   

North Carolina 
 

SGCN S3B,S1N 54 0.2% (-1.6, 1.9) 0.6% (-2.0, 3.8)   

North Dakota * 

Species of 
Conservation 

Priority - SNRB 47 -4.0% (-5.6, -2.2) -2.4% (-6.6, 2.6) 
*ND does not have a 
state T&E list 



Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum) Status and Trends  P a g e  | 3 

Region 

Official 
Species 
Status 

U.S. State 
Wildlife 

Action Plan 

Natural 
Heritage 
Ranking 

BBS 
sample 
size (n) 

BBS Trend (1966-
2011) 

BBS Trend (2000-
2011) Comments 

Level I 

Ohio * SGCN* S5 74 -6.1% (-7.3, -4.9) -3.5% (-7.8, 1.3) 

*Designations may 
be different than in 
other states 

Oklahoma 
 

no S4B 58 -0.5% (-1.9, 0.8) -1.1% (-4.3, 1.6)   

Oregon 
 

Strategy 
Species S2B 20 -0.3% (-4.6, 4.0) -0.5% (-10.9, 10.0)   

Pennsylvania 
 

no S4B 117 -5.7% (-6.5, -4.8) -5.2% (-7.1, -2.9)   

Puerto Rico 
 

SGCN 
 

n/a n/a n/a   

Rhode Island T (S) SGCN S1B,S1N n/a n/a n/a   

South Carolina 
 

Highest 
Priority 

Conservation 
Species SNRB,SNRN 23 -4.3% (-6.6, -1.9) -4.4% (-8.2, -0.5)   

South Dakota 
 

no S4B 53 -1.9% (-2.9, -0.7) 1.7% (-1.9, 6.0)   

Tennessee 
 

SGCN S4 33 -3.8% (-5.7, -2.1) -1.5% (-6.5, 3.5)   

Texas 
 

Priority 
Species - Low S3B 137 0.4% (-1.3, 1.9) -3.6% (-7.5, 0.2)   

Utah 
 

SGCN - Tier II S2S3B 14 0.5% (-9.9, 8.4) 1.3% (-14.3, 20.9)   

Vermont T (S) SGCN S2B n/a n/a n/a   

Virginia 
 

SGCN - Tier 
IV S4 52 -2.5% (-3.4, -1.5) -2.3% (-4.9, 0.3)   

Washington 
 

no S3B 33 2.0% (-0.4, 5.1) 5.0% (-0.8, 16.6)   

West Virginia * SGCN S3B 35 -8.5% (-10.0, -7.0) -8.9% (-13.8, -3.8) 
*WV does not have 
state T&E legislation 

Wisconsin 
 

SGCN S3B 76 -6.4% (-7.6, -5.1) -4.7% (-8.9, -0.4)   

Wyoming 
 

SGCN - Tier II S4 63 1.9% (-0.7, 4.7) 5.7% (-0.3, 12.0)   

CANADA 
      

  

Alberta 
 

n/a S3S4 40 1.4% (-1.4, 4.3) 3.5% (-2.3, 11.4)   

British Columbia RL (P) n/a S1S2B n/a n/a n/a   
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Manitoba 
 

n/a S2B 30 -2.3% (-6.9, 2.1) -4.4% (-14.9, 7.4)   

Ontario 
 

n/a S4B 61 -1.6% (-2.8, -0.3) -1.5% (-3.9, 1.0)   

Quebec 
 

n/a S2B n/a n/a n/a   

Saskatchewan 
 

n/a S4B 38 -5.5% (-13.0, -0.7) 0.0 (-11.4, 15.1)   

Bird Conservation Region 
      

  

Central Mixed Grass Prairie - BCR 19 
   

107 -1.1% (-1.9, -0.3) -1.4% (-3.2, 0.5)   

Badlands and Prairies - BCR 17 
   

99 -2.3% (-3.6, -1.0) 1.6% (-1.5, 5.0)   

Shortgrass Prairie - BCR 18 
   

110 -1.9% (-3.3, -0.4) -0.5% (-3.3, 2.6)   

Prairie Potholes - BCR 11 
   

196 -2.3% (-3.3, -1.3) -0.4% (-2.8, 2.1)   

Eastern Tallgrass Prairie - BCR 22 
   

249 -3.6% (-4.2, -2.9) -3.2% (-4.8, -1.7)   

Central Hardwoods - BCR 24 
   

129 -4.1% (-5.0, -3.2) -2.2% (-4.4, 0.1)   

Piedmont - BCR 29 
   

133 -3.0%  (-3.9, -2.2) -2.1% (-4.1, -0.1)   

Appalachian Mountains - BCR 28 
   

267 -5.8% (-6.5, -4.9) -4.7% (-6.2, -2.2)   

Prairie Hardwood Transition - BCR 23 
   

116 -7.0% (-8.2, -5.9) -5.9% (-9.1, -2.6)   

Lower Great Lakes/St. Lawrence - BCR 
13 

   
124 -3.6% (-4.7, -2.6) -2.2% (-4.6, 0.4)   

New England/MidAtlantic Coast - BCR 
30 

   
80 -3.8% (-4.8, -2.9) -2.0% (-5.0, 1.3)   

Boreal Hardwood Transition - BCR 12 
   

89 -1.4% (-3.8, 0.3) -0.1% (-3.8, 3.4)   

Great Basin - BCR 9 
   

88 -0.6% (-2.9, 1.2) 1.0% (-3.2, 5.9)   

Southeast Coastal Plain - BCR 27 
   

62 -1.1% (-3.1, 0.9) 0.7% (-2.7, 5.1)   

Oaks and Prairies - BCR 21 
   

61 -0.4% (-1.9, 1.2) -4.3% (-8.7, 0.2)   

Northern Rockies - BCR 10 
   

47 -3.4% (-6.5, 1.0) 4.6% (-4.5, 23.0)   

Coastal California - BCR 32 
   

29 -1.3% (-5.1, 2.9) -7.5% (-17.8, 2.7)   

West Gulf Coastal Plain/Ouachitas - 
BCR 25 

   
18 3.3% (-1.6, 8.2) 5.2% (-4.2, 15.4)   

Mississippi Alluvial Valley - BCR 26 
   

16 -0.6% (-4.5, 3.5) -1.0% (-8.9, 5.3)   

Edwards Plateau - BCR 20 
   

15 -6.4% (-11.4, -1.5) 
-24.2% (-37.5, -

12.4)   

Peninsular Florida - BCR 31 
   

n/a n/a n/a   

Sierra Madre Occidental - BCR 34 
   

n/a n/a n/a   

 


